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General Marking Guidance 

  

  

• All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners 

must mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they 

mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be 

rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than 

penalised for omissions. 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not 

according to their perception of where the grade boundaries 

may lie. 

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 

scheme should be used appropriately. 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 

Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the 

answer matches the mark scheme.  Examiners should also be 

prepared to award zero marks if the candidate’s response is not 

worthy of credit according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide 

the principles by which marks will be awarded and 

exemplification may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the 

mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must 

be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has 

replaced it with an alternative response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
Gen er ic Lev e l  Descr ip t o r s f o r  Pap er  1  

 

Tar g et s:  AO1  ( 1 0  m ar k s) :  Dem onst rate, organise and com m unicate knowledge and 

understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods 

studied, m aking substant iated judgem ents and exploring concepts, as relevant , of 

cause, consequence, change, cont inuity, sim ilarit y, difference and significance. 

 

 AO3  ( 1 5  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate, in relat ion to the historical context , 

difference ways in which aspects of the past  have been interpreted. 

 

Lev el  Mar k  Descr ip t o r  

 0  No rewardable m aterial. 

1  1 – 6  • Sim ple or generalised statem ents are m ade about  the view 

presented in the quest ion. 

• Som e accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  it  

lacks range and depth and does not  direct ly address the 

issue in the quest ion. 

• Judgem ent  on the view is assert ive, with lit t le support ing 

evidence. 

2  7 – 1 2  • Som e understanding of the issue raised by the quest ion is 

shown and analysis is at tem pted by describing som e points 

that  are relevant . 

• Most ly accurate knowledge is included, but  it  lacks range or 

depth and only has im plicit  links to issues relevant  to the 

quest ion. 

• A judgem ent  on the view is given, but  with lim ited support  

and the criteria for j udgem ent  are left  im plicit . 

3  1 3 – 1 8  • Understanding and som e analysis of the issue raised by the 

quest ion is shown by select ing and explaining som e key 

points of view that  are relevant . 

• Knowledge is included to dem onst rate som e understanding 

of the issues raised by the quest ion, but  m aterial lacks 

range or depth. 

• At tem pts are m ade to establish criteria for j udgem ent  on 

the view and to relate the overall judgem ent  to them , 

although with weak substant iat ion. 

4  1 9 – 2 5  • Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by 

analysing and explaining the issues of interpretat ion raised 

by the claim . 

• Sufficient  knowledge is deployed to dem onst rate 

understanding of the issues raised by the quest ion and to 

m eet  m ost  of it s dem ands. 

• Valid criteria by which the view can be judged are 

established and applied in the process of com ing to a 

judgem ent . Although som e of the evaluat ions m ay only be 

part ly substant iated, the overall j udgem ent  is supported. 

 

 

 

 



 

Opt ion B:  Russia in Revolut ion, 1881–1917  

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

1 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on whether Wit te’s econom ic 

policies were unsuccessful in developing the Russian econom y in the years 1891–

1903.  

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• Wit te neglected light  indust r ies, e.g. text iles, and failed to develop sm aller 

m achine and elect r ical indust r ies to reduce the reliance on im ports 

• Wit te’s policy of high taxat ion placed financial st rain on the m asses and 

harm ed the dom est ic m arket  

• Wit te neglected agriculture and increased grain ext ract ions from  the 

peasants, and the Russian rural econom y rem ained backward 

• Wit te was overly concerned with prest ige projects, e.g. railways, which did 

not  develop all of Russia’s econom y.  

 

The evidence countering or m odifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated.  

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• Wit te’s econom ic policies resulted in the accum ulat ion of state capital, 

through tariffs and foreign loans, which allowed him  to finance a t ransport  

revolut ion 

• Wit te’s policy of direct  state intervent ion significant ly increased indust r ial 

product ion, e.g. coal and iron ore product ion t rebled 

• Wit te placed the rouble on the gold standard as a confidence-building 

m easure, which led to foreign investm ent  in Russian indust ry 

• Wit te’s policies significant ly increased Russia’s indust r ial base, e.g. 40 per 

cent  of all indust ry in 1900 had been founded since 1891. 

 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

2 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on whether the use of repression 

was the m ain reason why Tsarist  rule survived in the years 1903–14. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• Repression, via the Okhrana, police and arm y ( the state’s repressive 

apparatus)  ensured the survival of Tsarism  by cont inually breaking up 

opposit ion cells 

• Bloody Sunday and the crushing of the Moscow Uprising (1905)  

dem onst rated that  Tsarism  would not  tolerate opposit ion and force would 

be used against  it  

• Stolypin conducted a vigorous cam paign against  terrorists and 

revolut ionaries, e.g. ‘Stolypin’s neckt ie’, accounted for over 1500 

execut ions between 1905–08 

• The brutal suppression of m iners during the Lena Goldfields Massacre 

(1912)  dem onst rated Tsarism ’s unwillingness to give in to working-class 

protest .  

 

The evidence countering or m odifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated.  

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• Sustained econom ic growth dam pened polit ical discontent  am ongst  som e 

opposit ion groups and aided Tsarist  rule 

• The Russian Orthodox Church acted as a powerful supporter of the Tsarist  

regim e and preached that  obedience to the Tsar was God’s will 

• Opposit ion groups st ruggled to at t ract  m ass support  and Tsarism  

rem ained relat ively unchallenged  

• The October Manifesto int roduced reform s that  were accepted and seen as 

a sign that  Tsarism  was adapt ing and changing. 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

3 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on whether the role of t he 

Em press was m ore significant  than the im pact  of the First  World War in the 

weakening of Rom anov rule.  

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The Em press had becom e unpopular because of her personalit y and 

foreign origins, and her decision to live outside the capital further 

dam aged the Rom anovs  

• As the Tsar took charge of the war effort , he left  the Em press in charge of 

dom est ic governm ent  and she becam e the focus of discontent   

• There was growing scandal at  the royal court  as rum our surrounded the 

m ysterious figure of Rasput in and the extent  t o which the Em press was 

influenced by him  in her poor decision m aking 

• The First  World War init ially st rengthened the posit ion of the Rom anovs 

with a surge in popular pat r iot ism . 

 

The evidence countering or m odifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated.  

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The Russian arm y was unprepared, m ism anaged and ill-equipped, and all 

this reflected poorly on the prest ige of Rom anov rule  

• The Tsar ’s decision to take personal cont rol of t he war at  the front  

at t racted further blam e for loss and defeat  and fundam entally dam aged 

the essence of Tsarism   

• Polit ical and revolut ionary opposit ion to the Tsar grew st ronger and m ore 

coordinated as a consequence of discontent  over involvem ent  in the war  

• Over focus by the regim e on the war effort  produced devastat ing 

consequences for the econom y and this did enorm ous dam age to 

confidence in Rom anov rule. 

 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

4 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on whether the im pact  of the 

Decrees on Land was the m ain reason why the Bolsheviks were able to hold on to 

power in 1917.  

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The Bolsheviks offered what  the Provisional Governm ent  had not ,  the 

m ass ownership of land 

• The prom ise of land re-dist ribut ion in favour of the peasants, which would 

be organised by land com m it tees and dist r ict  soviets, aided the Bolshevik 

grip on power  

• The nobilit y and the Church no longer had the ownership of land as their 

basis for  power, and the Bolsheviks benefited from  this 

• The Decrees on Land split  the Social Revolut ionaries and this aided the 

Bolsheviks in holding on to power.  

 

The evidence countering or m odifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated.  

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The Bolsheviks used force to hold on to power, e.g. in Moscow fight ing 

broke out  and after  m ore than a thousand people had died the city was 

taken by the Bolsheviks    

• The role of Trotsky in organising a Bolshevik m ilitary force, which m eant  

they held on to power 

• The Bolsheviks used terror to hold onto power, e.g. in Decem ber 1917 the 

Bolsheviks set  up the Cheka, the All Russian Ext raordinary Com m ission for 

Com bat ing Counter-Revolut ion and Sabotage 

• The Bolsheviks allowed elect ions to the Const ituent  Assem bly to go ahead, 

and this indicated a com m itm ent  to dem ocracy, which proved popular. 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 


